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Agenda

• Introduction/Overview

• Primary Goals

• ADE and Federal Requirements

• Language Program Guidebook

• Attestations- Beginning, Middle and End of Year

• LAD Support Team

• Meaningful Access
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Introduction

Mission

The Language Acquisition Department seeks to create a culture of support in the Tucson Unified School 

district that ensures English Language Learners in every school are guaranteed a high quality and equitable 

education.

The overall goals of the Language Acquisition Department are to provide support and resources so that:

• English Language Learners participate fully in our district-wide academic initiatives.

• English Language Learners acquire English and content at an accelerated pace.

• English Language Learners are prepared to meet rigorous promotion and graduation requirements
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Primary goals

Ensure TUSD meets state, federal, 
and district policies/procedures 
for language learners



How do we do 
this…
We ensure:

• All TUSD schools implement the state models for 
language learners. (The Arizona LDA* Model)

• That all federal law surrounding language learners is 
in place, for example, that parents are informed and 
notified of their child's program and progress. 

We monitor:

• EL student placement, assessment, documentation as 
well as EL language and academic progress. 

• Program efficacy.

These procedures and practices ensure the district 
receives funding for all ELs who receive services. 

* Language Development Approach



The Essential Procedures

Identification

• Enrollment Form-3 language questions

• Home Language Survey (HLS) Place initial HLS (paper) in Cum and upload 
form into Synergy

Assessment

• AZELLA

Placement

Placed in a designated classroom
• Structured English Immersion (SEI) ● Newcomer Program (At secondary only)

• Low Incidence English Learner (LIEL)

• Two-Way Dual Language Program (TWDL

Parents must by notified within 30 days of enrollment at the start of the school year 
thereafter within 2 weeks on enrollment. The completed Parent Notification and 
Consent form must by signed by the parent and placed in the CUM

Reassessment

Reclassification

• Reassessed every Spring with AZELLA until they 
reclassify as English proficient



Tools to help keep administrators 
on track 

Attestations (see hand-outs):

• Beginning of the year - Focus is on informing Parents and ensuring proper 

documentation is completed by the school and students are tested and 

placed appropriately

• Middle of the Year - Focus is on continued follow-up on new PHLOTE students 

and adherence to ELD assessments to monitor progress

• End of the Year – Focus is on 2-yr Reviews, Informing parents for the 

following year and completing assessments



Where to find the 
Language 
Program 
Guidebook

Go to TUSD 1. org, Staff tab, 
Department Links, Language 
Acquisition link then click on TUSD-
Language Program Guidebook 
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https://tusd1.sharepoint.com/sites/LanguageAcquisition/Shared%20Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FLanguageAcquisition%2FShared%20Documents%2FTUSD%20Language%20Programs%2DCover%20and%20table%20of%20contents%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FLanguageAcquisition%2FShared%20Documents&p=true&ga=1
https://tusd1.sharepoint.com/sites/LanguageAcquisition/Shared%20Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FLanguageAcquisition%2FShared%20Documents%2FTUSD%20Language%20Programs%2DCover%20and%20table%20of%20contents%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FLanguageAcquisition%2FShared%20Documents&p=true&ga=1
https://tusd1.sharepoint.com/sites/LanguageAcquisition/Shared%20Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FLanguageAcquisition%2FShared%20Documents%2FTUSD%20Language%20Programs%2DCover%20and%20table%20of%20contents%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FLanguageAcquisition%2FShared%20Documents&p=true&ga=1
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BEGINNING OF YEAR 

PHLOTE CHECKLIST & 

ATTESTATION
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BEGINNING OF 

YEAR PHLOTE 

CHECKLIST & 

ATTESTATION
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BEGINNING OF YEAR PHLOTE CHECKLIST 

& ATTESTATION



PRESENTATION TITLE 12

MIDDLE OF YEAR PHLOTE 
CHECKLIST & ATTESTATION 
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END OF YEAR PHLOTE 

CHECKLIST & ATTESTATION
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END OF YEAR 

PHLOTE 

CHECKLIST & 

ATTESTATION



LAD Provides
Professional Development

Program Development

Resource materials for Language 
Learners



ARIZONA’S LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT APPROACH (The state’s framework) 

Arizona’s Language Development Approach (azed.gov)

All Instruction for ELs must 
reflect the State LDA

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2020/01/Arizona's%20Language%20Development%20Approach_December%20State%20Board%20Meeting_2019_rev2-25.pdf?id=5e149c9e03e2b32094fa7b5c


Road for ELD/SEI teachers 

to follow …

Test and use data 
from ELD 

Benchmark 
assessments to 

inform 
instruction

Use adopted ELD 
CORE materials

Teach the current 
AzELP Standards 
and the LDA or 
TWDL Model

Shelter 
Instruction with 
gradual release

ELD CORE  materials (Cengage REACH, VISTA and EDGE) are aligned to state AzELP 
and Core Standards for ELA) 

Teachers are teaching Listening Speaking Reading and Writing and working to ensure 
content is meaningful



District Resources &
Tools

District Adopted Materials for English Language 
Development (LSRW)

Cengage:

• REACH-K-5

• Vista-6-12

• Edge- 9-12

Imagine Learning- for selected Elementary schools 

Rosetta Stone- For Pre-emergent, emergent and 
basic ELLs at grades 6-12

Ongoing Professional development on all aspects of 
TUSD’s Language Programs



New Middle School ELD 
Curriculum Materials
ELD 1 (Pre-Emergent/Emergent) – Vista Get Ready! 6-8

ELD 2 (Basic) - Vista Bridges A

ELD 3 (Intermediate) - Vista Bridges B

ELD 4 (High Intermediate) - Vista Bridges C

ELD 1         ELD 2         ELD 3           ELD 4



All Levels of MS ELD – Houghton Mifflin 
Harcourt

Comprehensive writing program

Catalog of pre-created assignments

Teachers can customize, edit and create assignments

Read and Respond (similar to state assessments)

Skills focus

Fully digital (teacher and student access through Clever)



HS ELD Materials Phase-in 
2023-24 School Year

All Levels of HS ELD will now have Houghton Mifflin Harcourt 

Writable

• Comprehensive writing program

• Catalog of pre-created assignments

• Teachers can customize, edit and create assignments

• Read and Respond (similar to state assessments)

• Skills focus

• Fully digital (teacher and student access 

    through Clever)



HS ELD Materials Phase-in 2023-24 
School Year

ELD 1 (Pre-Emergent/Emergent) – Vista Get Ready! 9-12

ELD levels 2 –5 will continue to use the same Anchor texts as last year

  ELD 1         ELD 2       ELD 3 & 4     ELD 5

(new!)          (continued use from 2022-23 SY)



Best Practices for ELs…
Sheltered Instruction 



District Level 
Monitoring

Paper compliance monitoring

School visits and follow-up on professional development

Walkthroughs at targeted schools (a cross section of 
programs)

This is a full day Walkthrough using a monitoring Rubric



Please Look For…

Your assigned Language Acquisition Coach

PLT Sessions provided by LAD to best inform
your team!
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See All 

Handouts in 

the Folder

And in ILA 

Folder for this 

Session



Meet our Secondary Team

Paula Cortes

Secondary LAD Specialist

Jean D’Andrea

Secondary LAD Specialist

Ben Kowalski

Secondary LAD Specialist

Maritza Mazón

Secondary LAD Specialist
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Meet our Elementary Team

Cathy Espinoza

Elementary LAD Specialist

Cruz Herrera

Elementary LAD Specialist

Lizeth Quijada

Elementary LAD Specialist

Lourdes Serna

Elementary LAD Specialist
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Meet our  TWDL Team

Anna Manzano

TWDL Program Coordinator

Elizabeth Escarcega

TWDL Itinerant Teacher

Irina Gomez

TWDL Itinerant Teacher

Lourdes Vidrio

TWDL Itinerant Teacher
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TWDL Itinerant Teacher

Maria Jimenez Baca
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Data and 
Administrative 
Team

Li Lin English

Instructional Technology 

Specialist

Lisa Sofias

Data Integrity Analyst SIS

Charlotte Almazán

Language Assessment 

Coordinator

Heeyoung Kim

Data Entry Specialist

Veronica Robles Salcido Luz Rodriguez

Testing Technician

Tina Vigil

Testing Technician

John D’Andrea

World Languages
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Testing Technician

Liz Taggart

Administrative Assistant Dept Accounting 

Specialist

Maria Ramirez



The Meaningful 
Access Team

Luis Orantes

Meaningful Access 

Coordinator

Nancy Medina Beltran

Administrative Assistant

Lama Attiyah

Translator/Interpreter

Sophia Desaracho

Translator/Interpreter

Jean Marie Habimana Amina Saleh

Translator/Interpreter

Hai Vu

Translator/Interpreter
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Translator/Interpreter

Not 

Pictured

Not 

Pictured



Meaningful Access 
Presentation
Luis Orantes



Thank you
Patricia Sandoval Taylor, Director

Language Acquisition Department

Curriculum and Instruction

TUSD

Patricia.sandovaltaylor@tusd1.org

520-225-4600

mailto:Patricia.sandovaltaylor@tusd1.org
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