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"REFUGEE"
UNPACKING THE IDENTITY OF NEWCOMERS
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EMILY MACALUSO

• Refugee Education Program Manager at 
Lutheran Social Services of the Southwest

2011-2016 – Middle School Teacher

2016-2018 – Unaccompanied Minor's Shelter

2018-Present – Refugee Resettlement

• Refugee School Impact Grant

• Emacaluso@lss-sw.org

Work cell: (520) 965-4279
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CORE BELIEFS

• Learning can be a vehicle for healing, edification, finding voice, reflection, empathy, and acting 
upon the world we exist in. 

• Learning should not be divorced from self and others, but contextualized, relevant, and 
purposeful. 

• Learning occurs all the time, not just through school, and learning of all sorts has value. 

• We are not empty vessels to be filled but rather bring our own experiences and unique 
giftings to engage with learning.
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OBJECTIVESDefine the legal criteria for refugee and asylum-seeker
Identify the largest refugee populations in Tucson and their languages
Restate the steps of refugee resettlement

Remember

Understand the migration stressors that many refugee students experience 
Understand the resettlement services offered to recent arrivals

Understand

Consider how migration stressors impact refugee students in your classroomApply
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SELF-ASSESSMENT – PRIOR KNOWLEDGE
1 – I have extensive knowledge of refugee resettlement and refugee/asylum issues

2 – I have some knowledge of refugee resettlement and refugee/asylum issues

3 – I'm just starting to learn about refugee resettlement and refugee/asylum issues
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ASSUMPTIONS ABOUT REFUGEES 
AND ASYLUM SEEKERS
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DEFINITIONS

• Refugee:

Has fled their country due to a well-
founded fear of persecution for reasons of 
race, religion, nationality, political opinion 
or membership in a particular social group 
and cannot return

• Asylee:

Meets same criteria as refugee, but 
applicants for refugee status are outside 
the United States, whereas applicants 
seeking asylum are either in the United 
States or arriving at a U.S. port of entry 

Stateless

Migrant

Asylum-seeker
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BEGINNING ACTIVITY

1. Select a group leader to read your assigned profile

2. In the margins of their own document, everyone will jot down any 
questions they have

3. Underline any experiences you would consider traumatic

4. Think of 2-3 ways their background and experiences might make school 
challenging (academically, socially, etc.)

5. Return to main room when finished (8-10 minutes)
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FLEEING HOME
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STATISTICS

• 80 million displaced people worldwide

• 26 million refugees

• 45.7 million internally displaced people

• 4.2 million asylum-seekers

• 68% of refugees come from just five 
countries:

• Syria, Venezuela, Afghanistan, South Sudan, and Myanmar.
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SYRIA

Current Number of Refugees: 6.7 Million

Cause: Syrian civil war, which officially began 
March 15, 2011

Participants: The government, led by President 
Assad, ISIS, and other rebel groups

Bombings and chemical warfare are common

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JFpanWN
gfQY
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AFGHANISTAN
Current Number of Refugees: 2.6 million 

Cause: Conflict for over 40 years

Contributors: Communist leaders, Soviet 
invasion, Taliban, and ISIS

Recent News: Many Afghan refugees have been 
forced return from countries in which they 
have sought refuge

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lyp7a_RI-
oU
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SOUTH SUDAN

Current Number of Refugees: 2.3 million 

Cause: Religious civil war, dictatorship, 
genocide, rebel warfare, drought, famine 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LkWldwFd
TPo

3
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NORTHERN TRIANGLE*

Current number of refugees: N/A

Cause: Political corruption, gang strongholds, 
extreme poverty, sexual violence, extortion 
beginning with the intersection of deported 
gang members, narcotraffickers, civil war, and 
natural disasters.

Recent News: FY2019 811, 016 border 
apprehensions

3

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mu--LEjaFp8
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QUESTIONS?
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REFUGEE CAMPS

• Kakuma, Kenya (184,550) ...

• Hagadera, Kenya (105,998) ...

• Dagahaley, Kenya (87,223) ...

• Ifo, Kenya (84,089) ...

• Zaatari, Jordan (77,781) ...

• Yida, South Sudan (70,331) ...

• Katumba, Tanzania (66,416) …
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ACTIVITY: INSIDE REFUGEE CAMPS

• Zaatari

• Rohingya

• Dadaab

• Moria

• Matamoros

• Questions to consider:

• Why are the people in the camp? How 
long have they been there?

• What opportunities do they have/don't 
they have?

• What are the mental and physical health 
hazards mentioned?

• Who set up the camp? What are the 
rules for coming and going?
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QUESTIONS?

• 10 MINUTE BREAK
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FROM CAMP TO RESETTLEMENT
UNHCR Handout
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UNHCR RESETTLEMENT 
FACT SHEET 2020

https://www.unhcr.org/thumb1/5e7148204.jpg
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GREATEST EFFECT ON REFUGEE 
RESETTLEMENT AND ASYLUM 
IN US

1. Presidential 
Determination

2. Travel Ban

3. Vetting

4. Asylum Law Changes
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REFUGEE 
RESETTLED 
BY STATE
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LIFE IN TUCSON
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RESETTLEMENT IN TUCSON
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RESETTLEMENT

• International Organization for Migration 

• Plane ticket payments begin 6 months after arrival

• $1175 – per person, the agency spends on the individual’s behalf

• Housing, basic home supplies, food for first 3 days, bus passes

• Flex – 4ppl and above, 200 kept by agencies for discretionary spending

• Cash assistance through DES for up to 8mo 

• Food stamps, AHCCCS, medical screening, immunizations, transportation, school enrollment

• Employment Assistance
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RESETTLEMENT 
SERVICES FOR KIDS

• The Cultural Orientation has 2-3 
slides that address education to 
parents

• Children do not get 
any specific orientation or training 
from resettlement agencies

• Case managers' only responsibility for 
education is to coordinate 
vaccinations and enrollment
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Kinyarwanda

Dari

Kibembe

(Ki)swahili

Arabic

Spanish

Tigrinya

Somali

Farsi

Rwanda, DRC, Tanzania

Afghanistan

DRC

Tanzania, Kenya, 
DRC, Uganda

Sudan, Iraq, Syria

Cuba, Honduras, Guatemala, El Salvador

Eritrea, Ethiopia
(also Amharic, Oromo, and 
Arabic)

Somalia (also 
Maay Maay)

Iran
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Thoughts
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REVISIT ACTIVITY

1. Read the Types of Capital sheet 

2. In the margins, jot down any questions you have

3. In the profile you read, circle any capital you recognize in the person or their 
surroundings

4. With your group, briefly discuss the following two questions:

• How might this capital be helpful for integrating into a new country?
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QUESTIONS TO PONDER

• 10,000 Foot View – How might the arrival of refugees affect Tucson as a whole?

• 1,000 Foot View – What systems and practices within schools are helpful for refugee 
families? Which might present barriers?

• Sea-level – How does this information impact your role as a classroom teacher?
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QUESTIONS
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THE DANGER OF A 
SINGLE STORY

CHIMAMANDA NGOZI ADICHIE
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