
OELAS Extension/ELL Progress (2014-15)

 

On December 8, 2014, the Arizona State Board of Education approved optional 
refinements to the Arizona Structured English Immersion Models, specifically to the four 
hour ELD block K-12. The refinements were designed for implementation beginning with 
the 2015-16 school year.  Because of the Board decision, the Arizona Department of 
Education Office of English Language Acquisition Services (OELAS) extension was not 
pursued (see attached Approved Refinements to the SEI Models).  Instead, the 
District continued with the Four-Hour Model of English Language Development (ELD) 
instruction that was utilized the prior year.  The key component of this model was 
Individual Language Learner Plans (ILLPs).  ILLPs are implemented when: 

1. ELL populations were less than twenty students among a three grade 
band level;  

2. All subjects [except for foreign language] were taught in English; 
3. Instruction consisted of English Language Development [ELD]; 
4. Math, science, and social studies provided to students through sheltered 

instructional strategies, which are techniques used to make concepts 
understandable to all students 

 
Students that participated in the ELD program were PHLOTE students-(Primary 

Home Language Other Than English) identified as second language learners on the 
Home Language Survey.  The students take the Arizona English Language Learner 
Assessment (AZELLA) placement test, and the students’ proficiency scores determined 
appropriate placement for instruction.  AZELLA was a standards-based assessment that 
met both state and federal requirements to measure students’ English language 
proficiency.  Students placed into an English language learner program take the 
AZELLA reassessment once per year until they achieve proficiency and are reclassified.  
Students gained proficiency with a passing score of the three sub-tests - Reading, 
Writing, and Oral Fluency.

All sites had a Four-Hour ELD Model and/or an ILLP program to serve their 
English Language Learners.  For the SY 2014-15, a total of 4,671 ELL students across 
the District were served. In 2015, the District tested 3,878 students for English language 
proficiency with the AZELLA.  Of those students, 1,005 students (or 26%) were 
reclassified from an English Language Learner (ELL) to English proficiency status.   

To change their status, students were required to achieve a proficient score on 
all three AZELLA subtests: Reading, Writing, and Oral.  In the last three years 
combined, 11,697 students were assessed.  Of those students, 2,932 students were 
reclassified as being English proficient, which correlates to a 25% reclassification rate.  
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This data indicates that the District consistently reclassifies about 25% of ELLs each 
year.   

The average number of years to become reclassified from ELL/ELLAR to English 
proficiency is 2.85 years.  Targeted instruction, a dedicated teaching core, and best 
instructional practice for our ELL students were responsible for the District’s English 
proficiency success in such a short time period.  According to research by Hakuta at the 
University of California, (Hakuta, 2000, http://escholarship.org/uc/item/13w7m06g), oral 
proficiency in English takes three to five years, on average, to develop.  Moreover, 
academic English proficiency takes even longer at four to seven years to develop. 

The former Director of Language Acquisition, Dr. Ignacio Ruiz, was in the 
process of submitting a request to OELAS to be granted for an extension to be 
implemented in SY 15-16.  However, Dr. Ruiz withdrew his proposal because the 
Arizona Department of Education (ADE) released the new approved optional 
refinements to the Arizona Structured English Immersion Models on December 8, 2014 
(see attached OELAS Extension Memo 5.13.15).

ADE granted the District permission to implement the Phoenix Union Model for 
the Writing period.  The Phoenix Union Alternate SEI Model incorporated content 
materials in either science or social studies during the reading period of the four-hour 
ELD requirement.  Phoenix Union implemented this model for secondary students who 
scored an ‘Overall Intermediate’ on the AZELLA. The ELD teachers participating in the 
model were required to be highly qualified in English and well as in the Science or 
Social Studies content area that they were teaching.  This model was implemented at 
Catalina Magnet HS during the 2014-15 school year.  See the table for a list of classes. 

Table V.X: Phoenix Union Alternate SEI Model at Catalina High School by Class 

 ELD Section Content Area Teacher Period Number of 
Students 

ELD III/IV Academic 
Writing World History Lieneke, 

Karen 

1 26 

ELD III/IV Academic 
Reading 

Integrated 
Science 

Murray, 
Stephen 

4 25 

ELD III/IV Academic 
Reading Biology Hurley, 

Barbara 

6 20 

ELD III/IV Academic 
Writing U.S. History Riley, Meg 1 10 
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 The District planned to use the Phoenix Union model at Doolen and Valencia 

Middle Schools beginning in the spring semester 2015.  The plan was put on hold 
because ADE was moving forward in the fall of 2014 to modify the Four-Hour ELD 
Model, which would eliminate the need for the Phoenix Union Model.  The ADE-
approved refinements allowed secondary intermediate level students to schedule only 
two periods of ELD instead of four.  The District plans to expand the refinements to the 
secondary level at schools practicing the Four-Hour ELD Model in SY 15-16. 

The OELAS Expansion plan was no longer relevant because of approved 
refinements.  These approved refinements were flexible and allowed elementary and 
self-contained middle schools to provide instruction to first year ELL students, and to all 
ELL students below the intermediate proficiency level.  The instruction consisted of two 
“blocks”, totaling four hours.  The first block included 120 minutes of integrated reading, 
oral English conversation, and vocabulary.  The second block included 120 minutes of 
integrated writing and grammar.  Instruction options also included up to 30 minutes of 
literacy intervention services with non-ELL students that counted towards the four hour 
requirement.  

Refinements also allowed the elementary and middle schools to integrate 
required instructional domains and reduce the time required within the SEI Models.  
This refinement applied to ELL students who demonstrated overall proficiency at the 
intermediate level measured by the Arizona English Language Learner Assessment 
(AZELLA) for up to an hour.  These students were required to be at least in their second 
year of English language development (ELD) instruction.  Lastly, when a flexible plan 
was appropriate for an ELL student, teachers delivered ELD instruction using ELP 
standards during two “blocks”, totaling three hours.  Block one consisted of 90 minutes 
of integrated writing and grammar and block two included minutes of integrated reading, 
oral English conversation and vocabulary. 

The approved refinements also allowed the secondary level to provide an option 
for ELD teacher(s) and/or ELL Coordinators to reduce the time required within the four 
hour ELD block for ELL students (up to 2 hours) who demonstrated overall proficiency 
at the intermediate level on the Arizona English Language Learner Assessment 
(AZELLA), and were enrolled in at least their second year of English Language 
Development (ELD) instruction 

The District administered four trainings for teachers to learn more about the 
approved refinements (see ELD Teacher Refinement-Workshop Attendance; SEI 
Refinements 4_28_15;  SEI Refinements 5_5_15;  SEI Refinements 5_11_15;  SEI 
Refinement Workshop 14-15).  Additionally, in Summer 2015, the Language 
Acquisition Department trained staff on the ADE’s new ELD refinement models.  Staff 
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members conducted trainings on June 8-11 during the Summer Literacy Institute and 
over 100 ELD teachers attended (see attached Summer Lit4DayRoster). 

The training objectives were for staff members to learn the ELD/SEI model 
refinements, learn the new ELD curriculum documents for TUSD, be able to incorporate 
cooperative learning strategies to facilitate content learning, and design a product that 
reflected their new training.  The full-week workshop included how to fully implement the 
SEI Refinement Model.  Teachers were given their PHLOTE lists and were asked to 
organize their plans, schedules, and instruction to meet the model’s requirement at their 
school sites.   
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State of Arizona 
Department of Education 

Approved Refinements to the SEI Models
Implementation may begin in the 2015-2016 school year

Elementary Model

Separate recommendations are made for first year ELLs and ELLs below the 
intermediate proficiency level and intermediate students that are in at least their second 
year. 

Integration of the 4 time blocks for first year ELLs and all ELLs below the 
intermediate proficiency level.

Refinement: 

Allow elementary and self-contained middle schools flexibility to provide the following 
services to first year ELLs and all ELLs below the intermediate proficiency level:

1. ELD instruction using the English Language Proficiency (ELP) standards during 
two “blocks”, totaling 4 hours:

a. Block 1: 120 minutes of integrated reading, oral English conversation and 
vocabulary

b. Block 2: 120 minutes of integrated writing and grammar

2. Up to 30 minutes of literacy intervention services with non-ELLs that may count 
towards the 4-hour requirement if those services meet the instructional needs of 
the ELL student. (Please be aware that these services must be provided using 
state and local funds to ensure federal funds are not supplanted.) 

Page 1 of 2

Approved by the Arizona State Board of Education December 8, 2014.  
 

V-53, p. 5

Case 4:74-cv-00090-DCB   Document 1849-5   Filed 09/30/15   Page 329 of 378



Intermediate Level ELLs in at least their 2nd year   

Refinement: 

Allow elementary and self-contained middle schools flexibility to integrate required 
instructional domains and reduce, up to 1 hour, the time required within the SEI Models 
for ELLs who:

� Demonstrate overall proficiency at the intermediate level on the Arizona English 
Language Learner Assessment (AZELLA), and

� Are in at least their 2nd year of English language development (ELD) instruction.

For those ELLs for whom flexibility is appropriate, ELD instruction using ELP standards 
may be delivered during two “blocks”, totaling 3 hours:

1. Block 1: 90 minutes of integrated writing and grammar

2. Block 2:  90 minutes of integrated reading, oral English conversation and 
vocabulary

Secondary Model

Refinement: 

Provide an option for SEI English teacher(s) and / or ELL Coordinators to reduce, up to 
2 hours, the time required within the SEI Models for ELLs who:

� Demonstrate overall proficiency at the intermediate level on the Arizona English 
Language Learner Assessment (AZELLA), and

� Are in at least their 2nd year of English language development (ELD) instruction.

For those ELLs for which the SEI English teacher(s) and / or ELL Coordinator have 
determined that flexibility is appropriate, the SEI English teacher(s) shall recommend 
course selection based on individual student data that includes AZELLA and at least 
one other form of data which could include the state assessment, local formative 
assessment, student work or course grades.

Low incidence schools are still required to maintain the Individual Language Learner 
Plan (ILLP) process for the required 2 hours.
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English Language Development 
Programs for Elementary Schools in 

TUSD 
Language Acquisition Department 

2015 
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Session Objectives 

Participants will: 
• become familiar with the ELD/SEI Model 

Refinements 
• become familiar with the new ELD curriculum 
    documents for TUSD 
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REFINEMENTS TO THE ELEMENTARY 
SEI MODEL 

V-53, p. 22

Case 4:74-cv-00090-DCB   Document 1849-5   Filed 09/30/15   Page 346 of 378



FACTS 
On December 8, 2014, the Arizona State Board of 
Education approved optional refinements to the 
Arizona Structured English Immersion Models.  
 
•These refinements are not intended to replace 
the existing Models, but rather to enhance them.  
 
•These options are not required, and their 
implementation is at the discretion of the LEA.  
 
•The refinements are designed for optional 
implementation beginning with the 2015-2016 
school year. 
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What will change? 

• Who receives 4 hours of English Language 
Development (ELD) instruction vs. 3 hours ELD 
instruction and; 

• How time allocation are documented and 
implemented 

• How interventions can be  
    integrated 
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Who Receives 4 hours of ELD 
Instruction* 

What WAS in place 
 

• All English Language 
Learners (ELLs) and (Y 
ELLARs) receive 4 hours of 
ELD instruction 

What has CHANGED 
 

• 1st year ELLs and ELLs 
below the Intermediate 
Proficiency Level will 
receive 4 hours of ELD 
instruction 

• Intermediate level ELLs who 
are in their 2nd year or   
more in the program  will  
only be required to receive 
3 hours of ELD instruction 

     (two 90 minute integrated blocks) 
 
 
 

 
* 2- hours in Kindergarten 
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Time Allocations 

What WAS in place 
 

• 4-hour explicit 
documentation and 
implementation of: 
– Reading (60 min.) 
– Oral English Conversation and 

Vocabulary (60 min.) 
– Writing (60 min.) 
– Grammar (60 min.) 

What has CHANGED 
 

• 4-hour integrated 
documentation and 
implementation of: 
– Reading & Oral English 

Conversation and Vocabulary 
(120 min.) or (90 min. for 
Intermediate level who qualify) 
 

– Writing  & Grammar 
      (120 min.) or (90 min. for 
Intermediate level who qualify) 
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Note Time allocations must be aligned with AZ ELP standards documentation and implementation 

 Time Allocations AZ ELP Standards 
  

Reading & 
Oral English Conversation and 
Vocabulary 

� Reading Domain 
� Listening and Speaking 

Domain 
� Language Strand  

standard 2 (only) 
 

  
Writing & Grammar 

 
� Writing Domain 
� Language Strand 

standard 1 (only) 
 

Time Allocations and ELP Standards 
Alignment for the Refined Model 

or  90 min. blocks each for Intermediate level 
students who qualify  
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LESSON PLAN 
Sample 
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Interventions can be integrated 
 

• Up to 30 minutes of literacy intervention 
services with non-ELL students may count 
towards the 4-hour requirement if those 
services meet the instructional needs of the 
ELL student and are driven by ELP Standards 
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What does not change? 

• ELLs have to be separate from the mainstream 
students for ELD instruction in the refined 
model; 

• ALL ELD instruction must be driven by the 
Arizona ELP standards and match the correct 

    time allocation.  
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In addition… 

In TUSD ELLs continue to: 
• receive instruction using district adopted text-

Avenues and; 
• be assessed with eAssessment for both 

summative and formative purposes 

( please see program model hand-out) 
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CARD SORT 

With a partner: 
• Read the following cards  
• Categorize and place blue cards under the 

correct heading V-53, p. 32
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NEW TUSD ELD CURRICULUM 
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Go to: http://tusd1.org/resources/curriculum/eldk-5.asp 
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The AZCCRS are outcome based standards, and the AZ 
ELP standards are skills based standards. The 
language skills are all contained in the ELP standards. 
The AZ ELP standards are the pieces. They 
purposefully over lap the AZCCRS. You can find the 
pieces that align to a common core standard in each 
domain. 

During ELD instruction, the AZ ELP 
standards are required to be documented 
instead of Common Core. 
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Scope and Sequence (1 Page) 
AZ ELP Standards aligned to 

AZCCRS 

Targeted standards are what 
will be assessed on 

eAssessment in grades  
1st – 5th  

A Year at a 
Glance 
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Full Page by Quarter 
Includes the written ELP standard and codes to make 

documentation and instruction easier 
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Curriculum Maps 
Standards Extended Texts and 

Short Connected Texts 

Enduring 
Understandings 
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Curriculum Maps Cont. 

Research and Writing 
Connections 

Interdisciplinary 
Connections 

Assessments for each quarter 
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VISIT THE SITE LIVE 
http://tusd1.org/resources/curriculum/eldk-5.asp 
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Questions???? 

Thank you! 
Language Acquisition Department 

2015 
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LANGUAGE ACQUISITION DEPARTMENT 
TUCSON UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 

LIRC Building 2025 E. Winsett St. 
Tucson, AZ  85719 

DATE: May 15, 2015 
TO:  USP   
FROM: Ignacio Ruiz, Director Language Acquisition Department 
SUBJECT:  OELAS Extension
 
OELAS extension will not be further pursued.   

OELAS extension will no longer be recommended to pursue, due to the Arizona State Board of 
Education approving refinements to the 4 – Hour ELD block K-12. These refinements will allow 
flexibility within the 4-Hour ELD block that will no longer require us to pursue the OELAS 
extension. The following flexibility will be allowed:  

A. Elementary and self-contained middle schools flexibility to provide the following services to first 
year ELLs and all ELLs below the intermediate proficiency level: 

1.  ELD instruction using the English Language Proficiency (ELP) standards during two “blocks”, 
totaling 4 hours: 

a.  Block 1: 120 minutes of integrated reading, oral English conversation and vocabulary 
b. Block 2: 120 minutes of integrated writing and grammar 
c. Up to 30 minutes of literacy intervention services with non-ELLs that may count towards the 

4-hour requirement if those services meet the instructional needs of the ELL student.  

B.  Allow elementary and self-contained middle schools flexibility to integrate required instructional 
domains and reduce, up to 1 hour, the time required within the SEI Models for ELLs who demonstrate 
overall proficiency at the intermediate level on the Arizona English Language Learner Assessment 
(AZELLA).   Are in at least their 2nd year of English language development (ELD) instruction) 

1.  For those ELLs for whom flexibility is appropriate, ELD instruction using ELP standards may be 
delivered during two “blocks”, totaling 3 hours:

a. Block 1: 90 minutes of integrated writing and grammar 
b. Block 2: 90 minutes of integrated reading, oral English conversation and vocabulary 

Secondary Refinements are the following: 

Provide an option for ELD (English Language Development) teacher(s) and / or ELL Coordinators to 
reduce, up to 2 hours, the time required within the 4-Hour ELD block for ELLs who: 

• Demonstrate overall proficiency at the intermediate level on the Arizona English Language Learner 
Assessment (AZELLA), and 
• Are in at least their 2nd year of English language development (ELD) instruction. 
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