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What is close reading? 
 

At your tables discuss your understanding of 
close reading. 
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Outcomes 

• Gain knowledge of close reading and make 
connections to the ELA shifts 

 

• Practice annotation to identify key 
components of close reading 

 

• Recognize culturally responsive 
instructional strategies that occur during 
close reading 

 V-258, p. 3
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Norms 

• Equity of Voice 

• Active Listening 

• Respect for All Perspectives 

• Safety and Confidentiality 

• Respectful Use of Technology 

 

V-258, p. 4
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ELA SHIFTS 

1.  Regular practice with complex text and 

its academic language 

2.  Reading, writing and speaking grounded 

in evidence from the text, both literary 

and informational 

3.  Building knowledge through content-

rich nonfiction 
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Connecting to ELA standards and 
Content Literacy  Standards  

 

Close reading provides the opportunity for 
multiple standards to be practiced in both 

literary and informational reading. 
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Connecting to Culturally Responsive 
Instruction 

 

Refers to the practice of accessing all 
students’ strengths and cultural 
understandings (social capital) so as to 
better engage students in learning 

V-258, p. 7
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Annotation is a note of any form made 
while reading text.  
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Annotation slows down the reader in 
order to deepen understanding.  

V-258, p. 9
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People have been annotating 
texts since there have been 

texts to annotate. 

V-258, p. 11
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4th grade 
student’s 
annotation of 
connotative* 
meanings in 
Charlotte’s Web 

V-258, p. 12
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Annotation occurs with both 

digital and print texts.  
V-258, p. 13
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Even young 
students can 
annotate.  

V-258, p. 14
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Annotation in PreK-2 

• Language experience approach 
• Interactive writing and shared pen activities V-258, p. 15
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5 

Kemp, L. M. (1996). One peaceful pond: A counting book. New York: Houghton Mifflin.  

Modeled 
Annotation in 
Kindergarten 

V-258, p. 16
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Harvey, S., &  Goudvis, A. (2007). Strategies That Work: Teaching Comprehension 
for Understanding and Engagement. Portland, ME: Stenhouse. 

Modeled Annotation 
(2nd Grade) 

V-258, p. 17
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Annotations in Grades 3-5 

• Underline the major points.  
• Circle keywords or phrases 

that are confusing or 
unknown to you. 

• Use a question mark (?) for 
questions that you have 
during the reading. Be sure 
to write your question.  

V-258, p. 18
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Using  
Questioning  
in Fifth Grade 

V-258, p. 19
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Same text, 
different student, 
different strategy: 
Inferring. 

V-258, p. 20
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Annotation in Grades 6-8 

• Underline the major points.  
• Circle keywords or phrases that are confusing or 

unknown to you. 
• Use a question mark (?) for questions that you 

have during the reading. Be sure to write your 
question.  

• Use an exclamation mark (!) for things that 

surprise you, and briefly note what it was that 

caught your attention.  

• Draw an arrow (↵) when you make a 

connection to something inside the text, or to 

an idea or experience outside the text. Briefly 

note your connections.  

V-258, p. 21
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Modeled 
annotation 
in Seventh 
Grade 

V-258, p. 22
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Annotation in Grades 9-12 

• Underline the major points.  
• Circle keywords or phrases that are confusing or 

unknown to you. 
• Use a question mark (?) for questions that you have 

during the reading. Be sure to write your question.  
• Use an exclamation mark (!) for things that surprise you, 

and briefly note what it was that caught your attention.  
• Draw an arrow (↵) when you make a connection to 

something inside the text, or to an idea or experience 
outside the text. Briefly note your connections.  

• Mark EX when the author provides an example. 

• Numerate arguments, important ideas, or key details 

and write words or phrases that restate them.     
 

V-258, p. 23
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Student 
annotation 
in 11th 
grade 
English 

V-258, p. 24
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Connecting to ELA Standards 

 
If you want to teach effective annotation, 
begin with the purpose. 
 
 

 

https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/student-
annotated-reading-strategy 

 

 
V-258, p. 25
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Closing in on Close Reading 

by Nancy Boyles 
 • Independently read  from the beginning through 

the section “Why Close Reading Now?” 
• Read to find out what close reading is and what is 

its purpose. 
  Underline the major points  
 Circle keywords or phrases that are confusing or 

unknown to you 
 Use a question mark (?) for questions that you 

have during the reading. Be sure to write your 
question  

 Use an exclamation mark (!) for things that 
surprise you, and briefly note what it was that 
caught your attention 

 

 
 

V-258, p. 26
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•Select a couple of your annotations 
and share at your table 

 

•Discuss why you chose to annotate 
a particular phrase, sentence, 
section etc… 

 

 

According to the text, what is close 
reading and what is its purpose?  
 

V-258, p. 27
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Defining Close Reading 

Close reading is: 

An instructional routine in which students 
critically examine a text, especially through 
repeated reading. 

 

It invites to examine the deep structure of a 
piece of text, to “x-ray the book. . .(for) the 
skeleton hidden between the covers” 

V-258, p. 28
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The Key Concepts  of Close Reading 

Close reading requires the ability to 

• Engage directly with a complex text 

• Examine a text’s meaning thoroughly and methodically 

• Exhibit the patience to read and reread 

• Understand central ideas and key supporting details 

• Reflect on: 
•  the meanings of individual words and sentences 

•  the order in which sentences unfold  

• the development of ideas over the course of the text 

• Attain a solid understanding of the text as a whole 

 
V-258, p. 29
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What makes close reading a 
culturally responsive strategy in 
literacy? 
• Student-centered discourse 

• Inclusive of student voices, experiences, 
prior knowledge 

• Multiple perspectives shared 

• Students are engaged and active 
participants 

• Use of multicultural texts and topics 

• Promotes meaningful literacy 
experiences 

V-258, p. 30
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Outcomes 

• Gain knowledge of close reading and make 
connections to the ELA shifts 

 

• Practice annotation to identify key 
components of close reading 

 

• Recognize culturally responsive 
instructional strategies that occur during 
close reading 

 V-258, p. 31
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Closure 

What features of close reading are 
evident in the classrooms I visit and 

which could be added? 

 

What questions should I be asking as 
part of the teacher evaluation process? 

V-258, p. 32
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V-258, p. 33
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Resources 
• www.readworks.org 
 
• www.newsela.com 

 
• http://kellygallagher.org  

• Article of the Week (Building Deeper Readers & Writers)  

 
• www.achievethecore.org  

• Close reading: model lessons   
 

• http://www.reading.org/Libraries/lrp/ira-lrp-
policy-brief--close-reading--13sept2013.pdf  

article for more experienced users of close reading 

V-258, p. 34
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