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Welcome to the 5th Annual Youth Symposium for Social Justice and Ethnic Studies, presented by Collaborative 

Research in Action (CRiA). 
 

Today, elementary, middle, and high school students share their research with other youth, college students, 

educators, community leaders, family, and the general public. Our conference bridges communication between 

people and connects age groups, institutions, and geographies. 

 

This gathering is made possible with the support of Adalberto & Ana Guerrero Student Center, Mexican 
American Studies Department, Immigrant Student Resource Center, Mexican American Student Services 
Department at TUSD, Culturally Responsive Pedagogy & Instruction at TUSD, Early Academic Outreach at the 
University of Arizona, Teaching, Learning & Sociocultural Studies at the University of Arizona. 
 

 

 

  

  
 

 

 

 

Special thanks to the organizers: Gabriel A. Higuera, Cathy D. Gastelum, Alexia Mora, Jessica Bernal-Mejia and 

Connie Y. Lira-Saavedra. 

 

 

 To the volunteers and moderators, thank you. 

 

 

Finally, thanks to the educators, community organizers, and teachers. You not only engage in critical pedagogy 

and social justice education with students and youth but also exemplify what it really means by connecting the 

classroom experience to the world. Thank you for advocating within your own spaces, schools, and districts to 

make this opportunity possible. 

 

 

At this gathering 
we honor and center 

youth voices in a positive environment. 
Here, we are all learners. 
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CONFERENCE MAP - Cesar E. Chavez Building, University of Arizona 

 

Participating Schools  
Pueblo Magnet High School Tucson, AZ 

Desert View High School Tucson, AZ 

City High School Tucson, AZ 

Rincon High School Tucson, AZ 

Douglas High School Douglas, AZ 

Tarwater Elementary School Chandler, AZ 

Morgan Maxwell K-8 School Tucson, AZ 

Gallego Intermediate Fine Arts Magnet School Tucson, AZ 

Maryvale High School Phoenix, AZ 

McCorkle Academy of Excellence PreK-8 Tucson, AZ 

Morgan Maxwell K-8 School Tucson, AZ 

Davis Bilingual Elementary Magnet School Tucson, AZ 

Manzo Elementary School Tucson, AZ 

Challenger Elementary School Tucson, AZ 

The Gregory School Tucson, AZ 

 

SCHEDULE 
8:30 – 8:55 am Light breakfast 

9am Welcome 
9:30 – 10:40am Session 1 

10:50 – 12:00pm Session 2 
12:05 – 12:40pm Lunch 

12:45 – 1:55pm Session 3 
2:10 – 3:20pm Session 4 

3:30 – 4pm Closing Dialogue, Reflection, Next Steps 
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SESSION 1 - 9:30AM-10:40AM 
 

Session 1 PANEL 1 – Immigration  
Room Number, 400                                                              

Victor Soto  The effects of racism presented on the 
border for Latino adolescents  

Desert View High School  

Jocelyn Acosta, Isabela Carrillo,  
Aliyah Mendiaz, Stephanie Carpio, José Pérez  

Treatment of Undocumented People in 
South Tucson. 

Pueblo Magnet High School 

Nayely Brown, Victor Gutierrez, Aaliyah Grant  Undocumented Students Pueblo Magnet High School 

Sonia Duran  Immigration and DACA  City High School  

Alex Mendez, Isaiah Montanez,  
Xyleen Nevarez, Michael Rodriguez,  
Antonio Rodriguez  

Immigration Pueblo Magnet High School 

Melissa Leon, Christopher Uribe,  
Johannes Grundler, Elian Macias Parada 

Immigration Policy on Students Pueblo Magnet High School 

Natalia Peña, Grecia Cubillas, Anahí 
Covarrubias, Jesús Villa Ibarra, Javier Sesma 
Higuera, Alicia Morales Zazueta, Sebastián 
Vásquez Acuña , Irlanda Sanchez Velázquez, 
Diana Bermúdez Sierra, Dayana Ibarra, 
Christy Pillado, Mariana Perez Herr,  
Maria Fernanda Beas Salas  

A Través del Prisma - Through the Prism Rincon High School  

 

Session 1 PANEL 2 – Mental Health  
Room Number, 405                                                              

Damian Delgado, Alex Leyva Mental Health within Tucson Teens Pueblo Magnet High School 

Juliana Robles, Julia Ibarra,Betzey Contreras  Equality  Pueblo Magnet High School 

R.J. Valenzuela, Gabriana Martienez,  
Edgar Burruel 

What are the Causes of Teen Depression Pueblo Magnet High School 

Tala McKenna Johnson The Poisoning Effects of Body Hatred.  City High School  

Kami Warren What are Schools Doing Wrong? City High School 

Miles Kleve The Sleep Epidemic City High School 

Carina Jaramillo Health implications in rural areas Douglas High School 
 

Session 1 PANEL 3 – Racism  
Room Number, 316                                          

Estevan, Nathaly, Jasmine, Jose Racism Pueblo Magnet High School 

Jose Encinas, Lizbeth Moreno, Jose Egurrola, 
Mia Figueroa, Michael Esparza, Kathleen 
Enriquez 

Racism  Pueblo Magnet High School 

Jesus Monge, Jennifer Cuadras, Jacqueline 
Miranda, Trevor Arriaga 

Racism Pueblo Magnet High School 

Ana Chavez, Gabriel Mendibies, Nathan 
Marquez, Fernanda Davila, Sarah Rios Martin 

Racism Pueblo Magnet High School 

Tyrein Espinoza Racism Reality  City High School 

Victor Soto, Esperanza Oliva’s, Francisco 
Cervantes, Nisa Valenzuela, Joshua Lopez, 
Xander Swanson, Gabriel Lavender  

The effects of racism in sports enacted 
on Latino male and female High 
School Students 

Desert View High School  

Xora Alexander Racism and schools Tarwater Elementary School 
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Session 1 Panel 4 – Police 
Room Number, 308                                            

Kat Redding The incredible fear of police officers City High School 

Samantha Zazueta  Reset Press On  City High School  

Nisa Valenzuel Esperanza Olivas Law enforcement in the eyes of high 
school Latino and Latina adolescents.  

Desert View High School 

Jasmine Chavez, Reyanna Robles, 
Markanthony Ahumada, Angela Leon,  
Marcus Lucero, Damian Escalante 

Police Brutality Pueblo Magnet High School 

Joaquin Canales, Aby Merino, Alivia 
Contreras, Elvia E. Cortez, Valeria Garcia 

Police Brutality Pueblo Magnet High School 

Kayla Martinez, Jesus Villegas, Aaron Cano, 
Hancel Bueno  

Law Enforcement Brutality  Pueblo Magnet High School  

Sheyla Villa Police Brutality  Douglas High School 

 

 

Session 1 PANEL 5 – Gender Rights & Issues  
Room Number, 304                                             

Warren Gillenkirk Bad boys in school City high School 

Haylei Redhouse, Maliyah Valdez Women's Rights  Morgan Maxwell K-8 
School 

Lourdes Pereira Is Socialization the root cause of social 
issues? 

Pueblo Magnet High School 

Marcus Durazo, Geraldin Rivera  
Michael Johnson, Isabel Villanes 

Male Rape Victims  Pueblo Magnet High School 

Jenessa Valenzuela, Alek Mendez,  
Genesis Alba, Isari Martinez  

Sexism at Pueblo Magnet High School Pueblo Magnet High School 

Daniela Salas Sexual Harassment in School Douglas High School 

Reese Necas Domestic Violence Against Hispanic 
Women  

Douglas High School 

 

 

Session 1 Panel 6 – Animals 
Room Number, 303                                          

Diego Salazar Animal Rights Gallego Intermediate Fine 
Arts Magnet School 

Leobardo Blanchet, Alejandro Tapia, 
Alexander Schultz 

Animal Abuse Desert View High School 

Diana Franco, Iaria Valdia Animal Abuse Desert View High School 

Danilo Nkematiah Animal Abuse Desert View High School 

Diego Salazar Animal Rights Gallego Intermediate Fine 
Arts Magnet School 

Nataly Gonzalez Trying to help animal not be abused 
anymore 

Desert View High School 
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Session 1 Panel 7 – Police 
Room Number, 111                                       

Sheyla Villa Police Brutality Douglas High School 

Damian Quiroz  Crime Violence Prevention Gallego Intermediate Fine 
Arts Magnet School 

Daniel Gonzalez Crime Prevention Gallego Intermediate Fine 
Arts Magnet School 

Stephen Baca 2nd Amendment Survey Analysis Maryvale High School 

Ricardo Rojas, Mark Bryant, Marissa Paige, 
Martin Flores, Hunter Dorris, Donaldo Denton 

Police brutality Desert View High School 

Albert Soto, Jc Briggs, Andrew Medrano Police Brutality Desert View High School 

Ismael Lopez, Angel Cortez, 
Eliza Hernandez, Roman Sotelo, 
Taj Gilbreath, Marlene Torres, Itzel Valdez 

Police Brutality Desert View High School 

 

 

SESSION 2 - 10:50AM -12PM 
 

Session 2 PANEL 8 – Drug Use 
Room Number, 400                                                               

Sage Mitchell, Rainer Langevin,  
Edward Buck-Shannon  

Drug Abuse City High School  

Aaliyah Villegas Drug Use Pueblo Magnet High School 

Sean Thompson JUUL epidemic City High School 

Ella Dunkle  Substance of Our Youth City High School 

Rainer Langevin Why Teens Experiment With Illicit 
Substances 

City High School 

Camila Cordova  Addiction and Substance abuse in 
Hispanic Communities  

Douglas High School 

 

Session 2 PANEL 9 – Schooling 
Room Number, 405                                                 

Carmen Membrila Ageism At Pueblo Magnet High School Pueblo Magnet High School 

Angel Trujillo, Karime Baker, Ivanna Ruiz, 
Jolene Hernandez 

No more silence! End Gun Violence Pueblo Magnet High School 

Daniella Diaz Jusaino School Funding Pueblo Magnet High School 

Tiffany Rivera, Amaris Villanueva,  
Isabel Gonzalez, Marianna Robles 

TUSD Dress Code Pueblo Magnet High School 

Abelardo Castro, Rakim Molina, Joel Leon 
Bay, Joel Ramos, Raymundo Barcelo, Brandon 
Miranda, Jakob Martinez, Axel Nido, Miguel 
Moriera, Giovanni Martinez, Michael Rungan, 
Bryant Valencia 

Reflections and Research from Middle 
School Boys of Color  

McCorkle Academy of 
Excellence  

Luke McCright-Walsh How to make math accessible  City High School 

Shea Silva Red for Ed Movement Gallego Intermediate Fine 
Arts Magnet School 
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Session 2 PANEL 10 – Queer Community  
Room Number, 316                                          

Zoe DiSanto, Daniel Bonnischen,  
Rowan Grass, Bat Florence Portugal  

QYMC: Queer Youth Music Collective  City High School Queer 
Youth Music Collective  

David Goodman, Gabriel Dabdoub,  
Donavan Palacio  

LGBTQ Rights Morgan Maxwell K-8 
School 

Alexis Molina  How are LGBTQ members viewed by 
others? 

Pueblo Magnet High School 

Liliana Orduña, Jazmin Vargas, Eylin Galindo, 
Liliana Duarte 

Equality. Love. Pride Pueblo Magnet High School 

Diana Quiroz, Justin Morando-Sanchez, 
Fabian Francisco 

Pueblo's Gender Neutral Bathroom Pueblo Magnet High School 

Elianna Perez Issues Faced by the Latinx LGBTQ Youth 
Rural Communities 

Douglas High School 

Cristian Zamorano, Lyndsey Dunlap,  
Angel Miramon, Christina Grove Poverty and educational impact Pueblo Magnet High School 

 

 

Session 2 PANEL 11 – Immigration 
Room Number, 308                         

Daysy Verdugo Perspectives on Immigration Maryvale High School 

Chrystal Navarro Interactions with ICE Maryvale High School  

Paisley Goffeney, Jeezael Torres,  
Sebastian Holmes 

The Wall Davis Bilingual Elementary 
Magnet School 

Marcos Figueroa, Amalia Hernandez,  
Alexa Romero 

Immigration Desert View High School 

Edgar Acuna, Alexa Hopkins, Paloma Nevarez Immigration Desert View High School 

Nataly Nunez, Christian Pacheco,  
Sarah Romo, Aaliyah Rodriguez 

Immigration Desert View High School 

 

 

Session 2 PANEL 12 – Government Oppressions 

Room Number, 304                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Raul Ruiz Black Rights Gallego Intermediate Fine 
Arts Magnet School 

Xander Swanson, Thomas Loya Racism Desert View High School 

Gabriela Stone, Angel Robles, Eddie 
Mendoza, Lucio Avila, Serge Gboweiah 

Stereo typing and racial profiling Desert View High School 

Brian Appleton, Victor Soto, Gabriel 
Lavendar, Francisco Cervantes, Esperanza 
Olivas, Nisa Valenzuela 

Racism Desert View High School 

Liana Acosta Fascism Gallego Intermediate Fine 
Arts Magnet School 

Itzel Flores Guerrero Segregation Gallego Intermediate Fine 
Arts Magnet School 

Jaqueline Rivera The Role of Student Government on 
Social Norms 

Maryvale High School  
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Session 2 PANEL 13 – Technology & Media 
Room Number, 303                                                  

Enrique Zozaya How does video games change the mind Pueblo Magnet High School 

Billy Bailey, Jr. Beneficial Memes Gallego Intermediate Fine 
Arts Magnet School 

Nataly Onofre Analysis on Media Bias Maryvale High School 

Abigail duarte Ableism Desert View High School 

Ms. Ramirez 4th Grade Photo Voice of Hope Manzo Elementary School 

 

Session 2 PANEL 14 – Environment and Mental Health 
Room Number, 111                                                 

Ivanna Zuniga Child Abuse Gallego Intermediate Fine 
Arts Magnet School 

Yersemi Gutierrez, Briseyda Rios, Azucena 
Mendoza 

Environmental Justice  Desert View High School 

Tyler Farnsworth, Tina Farnsworth, Demaris 
Lopez 

Environmental Justice Desert View High School 

Aliyah Bedoy Adoption/Foster Abuse Desert View High School 

Savanah Bullis, Samayah Stalhman, 
Samantha Hawkins 

Depression Desert View High School 

Caitlin Kohnke, Sarah Huycke, Michael 
Sobel, Lorenzo Lopez, Markus Gonzales, 
Gerardo Grijalva, Fabian Vigochea, Luis 
Alvarado Delgado, Oscar Varela, Tristan 
Meneses, Mauricio Quintana-Machado, 
Jesus Diaz Baltierra, Jose Aparicio, Angel 
Matus, Martin Feinen, Luis Pacheco Barrios, 
Mico BigPond 

The Culture of Masculinity in Sports Challenger Middle School 

 

******** 

LUNCH -12:05PM - 12:40PM 

******* 

 

SESSION 3 - 12:45PM – 1:55PM  

 

Session 3 PANEL 15 – Environment  
Room Number, 400                                                              

Carolina Noriega Climate Change in Education City High School 

Raina Romero Sowing our way into the future City High School 

Maria Angelica Cornejo-Terry The Pending Future of Waste in the United States Douglas High School 

Anna Durazo The Nuclear Solution Douglas High School 
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Paloma Martinez A Crisis In The Desert?  City High School  

Carolina Noriega Marine Pollution Douglas High School 

 

Session 3 PANEL 16 – Mental Health 
Room Number, 405                                                              

Laila Smith  Anti-Psychiatric Movement Gallego Intermediate Fine 
Arts Magnet School 

Michelle Ochoa Centered Happiness City High School 

Emily Dianne McCallion Krieger Teen Mental Health and Adult Involvement City High School 

Clarissa Palomino, Samantha Vega  Child Abuse  Pueblo Magnet High School 

Mariana Rivera Should High Schools Be Teaching Students 
About Personal Boundaries? 

Pueblo Magnet High School 

Victoria Coronado Naturopathic Medicine to the Rescue Douglas High School 

Julissa Martinez Mental Health Issues Gallego Intermediate Fine 
Arts Magnet School 

 

Session 3 PANEL 17 – Neighborhood 
Room Number, 316                                                               

Eddie Holm Miles of Shade City High School  

Vincent S. Miguel  Butchery Culinary Dying Art  City High School  

Sonora Buck-Shannon  Gardening and Community  City High School 

Anna Tsering Fernandez-McNelly Gentrification and the challenge of perspective  City High School 

James Mwamba, Selena Morano Youth Creating Change City High School  

Adam Rodriguez, Andrew Coss, Eric 
Cohn  

Segregation  Morgan Maxwell K-8  

Savannah Valenzuela Biases against neighborhoods City High School 

 

Session 3 PANEL 18 – Schooling 
Room Number, 308                                

Jessica Mondragon Can Support See Color? City High School 

Samuel Avila, Julieanna Rodriguez, Zoe 
Bankhead 

Harassment in High School Pueblo Magnet High School 

Lisa Agregado, Fatima Altie, Kiley 
Jennings, Jocelyn Macias, Janeth 
Mendoza, Rourke Nance 

Got Diversity! Southwest Elementary 
School 

Mason Casper-Milam Bystander Intervention in High Schools The Gregory School 

Jessica Plaza, Valeria Platt, Jennifer 
Cuadras 

ELD students Pueblo Magnet High School 

Josue De la Ree Educational Equity Douglas High School 

Annika Navarro Education  Desert View High School 
 

Session 3 PANEL 19 – Gender Rights and Issues 

Room Number, 304                                                                

Briana Yadira Caballero The Flaws of Modern Feminism  Douglas High School 

Aquiel Rios LGBTQ+ Rights Gallego Intermediate Fine 
Arts Magnet School 

Asheribel Zepeda Trevizu Women's Rights Gallego Intermediate Fine 
Arts Magnet School 

Alberto Rabadan Gender Equality: A Survey Analysis Maryvale High School 

Savvion Mendes Pictorial Analysis of Gender Norms Maryvale High School 
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Arianna Cano An Analysis of Gender Inequality Maryvale High School 

Brooke Achitson Women’s Rights Desert View High School 

 

 

 

Session 3 PANEL 20 – Immigration 

Room Number, 303                                          

Dinorah Montano Pesqueira The Effects of the Border Wall Douglas High School 

Gerardo Daniel Abril  Immigration  Douglas High School 

Natalia Peña, Grecia Cubillas, Anahí 
Covarrubias, Jesús Villa Ibarra, Javier 
Sesma Higuera, Alicia Morales 
Zazueta, Sebastián Vásquez Acuña , 
Irlanda Sanchez Velázquez, Diana 
Bermúdez Sierra, Dayana Ibarra, 
Christy Pillado, Mariana Perez Herr, 
Maria Fernanda Beas Salas  

A Través del Prisma - Through the Prism Rincon High School   

Gerardo Daniel Abril  Immigration  Douglas High School 

Virginia Cervantes Immigration, Deportation and Separation of 
Families 

Gallego Intermediate 
Fine Arts Magnet School 

Bryan Murillo Morfin Immigration Issues Gallego Intermediate 
Fine Arts Magnet School 

 

 

SESSION 4 – 2:10PM – 3:20PM 
 

Session 4 PANEL 21 – Bullying  
Room Number, 400                                           

Jessica Smith, Carlos Hernandez  School Safety and Bullying  City High School 

Odalis Tapia, Karen Romero  Bullying caused by discrimination  Pueblo Magnet High School 

Jesus Chavez, Francisco Carranza  Effects of bullying students Pueblo Magnet High School 

Xavier SantaMaria, Jorge Olmos, Jesus 
Chavez, Francisco Carranza 

Bullying  Pueblo Magnet High School 

Mariela Caballero, Samantha Arana Bullying Desert View High School 

Stefano Panchesin Education as Individuals City High School 

 

Session 4 PANEL 22 – Poverty & Drug Use 

Room Number, 405                                           

Jacinda Felix Do you let poverty define you? City High School 

Monique Sainz, Jesus Montijo, 
Odyssey Encinias  

How poverty affects our education  Pueblo Magnet High School 

Alyssa Grijalva Poverty Pueblo Magnet High School 

Christina grove  Effected by poverty  Pueblo Magnet High School  

Edward Cash Buck-Shannon How is drug use linked to income City High School 

Laila Smith  Anti-Psychiatric Movement Gallego Intermediate Fine 
Arts Magnet School 

Jesus pardo Criminalization of drugs Desert View High School 
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Session 4 PANEL 23 – Schooling 

Room Number, 316                                          

Damian Manuel-Michael After high school, What's next? City High school 

Brooklyn Olson Uprighting Freshman City High School 

Saul Murillo, Juan Morales, Manuel 
Galindo, Marco Salcido  

How Does The School To Prison Pipeline Affect 
Schools Today? 

Pueblo Magnet High School 

Natalya Sandoval and Luke McCright-
Walsh 

The importance of a good classroom 
environment and the accessibility of math  

City High School 

Mia Moreno, Melina Gonzales Bedoya, 
Adalina Cota 

Education Disparities  Morgan Maxwell K-8 
School 

Darien Acuna, Marissa Gonzalez, 
Ryana Talavera 

Financial aid Pueblo Magnet High School 

Natalia Larios The Effects of Censorship in Schools Douglas High School 

 

Session 4 PANEL 24 – Technology & Media 

Room Number, 308                                           

Alexander Leal Fortnight Concert Accessible to Everyone City High School 

Colton Nugen Violence: Reality vs. Fiction City High School 

Jerry Myers Negative Impacts Of Screen Addiction In 
Teenagers  

City High School  

Cassandra Leon Misinformation on cosplay City High School 

Kai Alexander, Xora Alexander Black nerds Chandler High School 

David Peckham Free Software Movement Gallego Intermediate Fine 
Arts Magnet School 

Oona Husok Be Creative City High School 

 

Session 4 PANEL 25 – Animals 
Room Number, 304                                            

Haley Animal House  City High School 

Christian LaVigne 4-H Projects at the Pima County Fair City High School 

Devin Wortzel How can therapy dogs be helpful in schools City High School 

Paige Mariscal Killin’ for a Splash Douglas High School 

Maribela Tena  Animal Rights Gallego Intermediate Fine 
Arts Magnet School 

Gabrilla Bustillos Animal Rights Gallego Intermediate Fine 
Arts Magnet School 

Brandon Rodriguez Rascon Animal Rights Gallego Intermediate Fine 
Arts Magnet School 
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Session 4 PANEL 26 – Gender Rights and Issues 

Room Number, 303                                          

Frida Carranza, Kiara Castellanos, 
Hisamar Torres, Ariana Tabanico, 
Adriana Ramirez, Maganey Maye, 
Samanda Jimenez 

Women’s Rights Desert View High School 

Channygirl Taney and Surprise 
Dowayee 

Women’s Rights Desert View High School 

Quiriat Rosas Women’s Rights Desert View High School 

 
Ashley Perez 

Women’s Rights Desert View High School 

Marco Andress Guido Education Acts Upon Us, the last 20 Years in 
Education 

Douglas High School 

Dennis Dash , Renjie Zha, Christopher 
Hernandez, Matthew Cortez, Tristian 
Meneses, Abdi Kaaf, Julian Verduzco 

Masculinity and the Relationship Between 
Career Choice for Adolescent Latino Males 

Challenger Middle School 

Caitlin Kohnke, Dennis Dash, Miguel 
Gastelum, Aidan Corrales, Armando 
Salazar, Anthony Skinner, Gabriel 
Gallardo Manzano, Angel Lopez, Eric 
Escarcego, Kristian Hernandez 

Navigating Emotional Expression as a Man McCorkle Middle School 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

******** 

CLOSING DIALOGUE & NEXT STEPS – 3:30PM - 4:00PM  
******* 

 

www.criaproject.org 
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